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Academic Environment and Returning Inclination:
A Questionnaire Study among Chinese PhD Students Studying in the U.S.
ZHANG Dong-hai
(Institute of Higher Education / Faculty Development Research Center,
East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)
Abstract: It’s well known that the stay rates of Chinese students abroad are relatively high. Related research

shows that academic development prospect is the key factor to overseas students” decision on returning. The author

conducts a questionnaire study among Chinese students at top American Universities. It is found out that overseas

students hold sharply different perspectives on academic environment between China and the United States. The

improvement of China’s academic environment relies on the maturity of its academic community.
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