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The Corporate System of Public Higher Education Institutions in China: Issues and Reform
LUO Shuang
(School of Education, Capital Normal University, Betjing 100048, China)

Abstract: The value base of the corporate system of public higher education institutions is the basic
organizational attributes of HEIs. Therefore, the system should be compatible with the autonomy and publicity of
HEls. There are three models that reconcile the value conflicts within the system: the autonomy standard model,
the publicity standard model and the model that maintains the conflict between autonomy and publicity. Chinese
public HEIs tend to choose the autonomy standard model and the value base of their corporate system is market—
orientated. As a result, the following issues arise: On the one hand, the lack of necessary mechanism to maintain
HEls” autonomy leads to the failure in the autonomous operation of HEIs; on the other hand, the ignorance of the
institution’s role as a public organization results in the crisis of publicity. To address the aforementioned issues,
a corporate system established from the perspective of third sector is a good choice for public HEIs.

Key words: Higher Education Institutions; Corporate System; Reform of Educational System; Autonomy; Publicity;
Third Sector.
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