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The Charter Transition of UEA and Its Enlightenment to the Formulation
of University Charters in Mainland China
ZHANG Hong—feng
(Macao Polytechnic Institute, Macao 999078, China)

Abstract: The history of contemporary higher education in Macau can be traced back to the establishment
of University of East Asia (UEA) in 1981. The charter of UEA would reflect some distinct characters of Macau
itself both as a micro-region and a multicultural society. During the interim period of Macao’s returning to
China, UEA has completed its transformation from private university to public university. The new charter
reflected the impact of politics and culture in the transforming period and shaped the governance structure of
UEA. The system development of UEA incarnated endogenous academic demands and exogenous factors from
gaming equilibrium. The formulation of university charters in mainland China, stimulated by outer factors, may
be partially inspired from the process of the charter transition of UEA.
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