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Abstract: Since its entry into a new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics, China has started a new
journey for the construction of a country with world —class competitive power in higher education. In the
historical moment that connects the past, present and future in higher education, it is beneficial for strategizing
and selecting the approach to future development to look backward upon the past decade and understand the
developmental trajectory. Based on a policy document analysis of the national policy documents in relation to
higher education issued between 2007 and 2017, this paper reports on the four characteristics of policy—making
of China’s higher education during the period: (1) The Central Government dominated higher education in terms
of ratio distribution and system classification through policy documents—guided resource allocation; (2) For higher
education related matters, the more institutionally internal, the lower level, and the more market—oriented, the
more likely would the policy documents at the Central Government level be coordinated with multiple
departments; (3) The policy documents with the nature of educational administrative monitoring still accounted
for a considerable proportion, many of which were concerning the micromanagement of higher education
institutions; (4) There had been no policy documents in the area of educational policy evaluation.
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