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The Influence of Academic Engagement on the Growth of Critical Thinking Skills:
An Empirical Analysis Based on the 2016 NACC
LI Wenping', SHEN Hong?
(1.School of Education, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, Henan, China; 2.Center for Higher Education
Research, Southern University of Science and Technology, Shenzhen 518055, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Using the propensity score matching method with the NACC data of 5433 senior undergraduates in
78 colleges and universities in 16 provinces, the current study explored the influence of student engagement on the
growth of critical thinking skills. It found that student engagement was positively associated with the growth of
critical thinking skills. Compared with the academic engagement of individual students, the social engagement that
focused on communication and interaction had a stronger effect on the growth of critical thinking skills. However,
not all social engagement aspects contributed significantly to the appreciation of ecritical thinking skills.
Specifically, the interaction between college students had significantly promoted the appreciation of critical
thinking skills. Analyses found that the key to whether student engagement influenced the appreciation of critical
thinking skills was whether it created an argumentative dialogue situation. The deep and comprehensive
argumentative dialogue is the core driving force for the development of critical thinking skills.
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