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Cross—University Minors under the New Degree Policy: Dilemma, Transformation and Countermeasures
—The Cases of Universities in Shanghai
ZHANG Xufei, LU Xiaodong
(Graduate School of Education/ Institute of Economics of Education, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The cross—university minor/double major program is a type of undergraduate interdisciplinary
program with Chinese characteristics, which was naturally formed in Chinese higher education history. However,
some policies in the Measures for the Authorization and Conferring of Bachelor Degree promulgated in 2019 hinder
the running of cross—university minors, making the balance of minor students tilt inward and the scale of cross—
university minor reduced, trapping students inside the university and hardly able to construct their interdisciplinary
knowledge structure based on dominant disciplines, which brings the risk of the decline of minor education quality.
For universities that continue to offer cross—university minor programs, they are faced with the risk of certificate
validity and fairness, and the freedom of the minor is restricted, which hinders the cross—university minor from
playing its true function. This study conducts field surveys in Shanghai, sorting out the positive thinking, actions,
and transformation responses of universities. It is suggested that the Ministry of Education should clearly support
the cross—school minor, that the Department of Comprehensive Reform should intervene to coordinate policy
contradictions, and that universities should continue to improve the minor education system and the quality of
minor education.
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