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Medical Ethics Education: Problem Review and Path Analysis
PENG Shutao
(School of Medicine, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200025, China)

Abstract: Existing problems in medical ethics education can be reflected directly and concentratedly through
teaching, including theorized teaching content, modularized curriculum, fragmented teaching process, and
simplified teaching methods. The government, universities and disciplines are three essential elements on the
educational supply side of medical ethics education, with the government as the policy maker, universities as
execution bodies, and disciplines as theoretical delivery parties. However, the actual execution results of
universities are constrained by both elements of government and disciplines. Ambiguity in the connotation of
policies leads to misplaced medical ethics education goals, while the misaligned status of disciplines leads to the
lack of supply in theories, which fundamentally restricts the development in medical ethics education. Therefore, to
solve the dilemma and crisis in medical ethics education, it is necessary to renovate the supply side of medical
ethics education. The government needs to strengthen its top—level design so as to improve its provision of policies.
Universities need to optimize their education model so as to provide more resources. Disciplines need to strengthen
academic research so as to provide more theories.
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