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The Possibility and Limitation of Cultural Reproduction Theory in Contemporary Era:
Theoretical Arguments and Local Considerations on Bourdieu’s Thought
LIU Yiying
(College of Elementary Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: In the related studies on education, culture, and class division, the most typical theory is the
cultural reproduction theory represented by Bourdieu, which states that education is becoming a kind of symbolic
violence, and is an invisible path to help the middle and upper classes achieve cultural reproduction and further
aggravale social differentiation and stratum solidification. The development and prevalence of Bourdieu's theory
also sparked dialogue and debate among DiMaggio, Bernard, Coleman and other scholars. They tried to break the
absolute argument of cultural reproduction theory and brought cultural fluidity, interactivity, and individual
initiative beyond social objective facts into consideration. This study focuses on whether the children of the middle
and upper classes can achieve cultural reproduction and analyzes the dialogues and theoretical confrontations in
the development of the theory of cultural reproduction, which is helpful to guide the local research to further reflect
on the relevance, locality, and development of education and class mobility.
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